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Behind the Scenes
By REYNOLDS KNIGHT

B u 11 n «11 activity has 
draggad a little through the 
rammer and the pace has 
been slightly under the cor-, 
responding period a year ago. 
Circumstances that contribut­ 
ed to slowing business opera­ 
tions were the steel strike, a 
letdown In new orders for In­ 
dustrial products, and a spirit 
of caution among business 
men Induc.ed by slightly 
tighter governmental mone­ 
tary and credit policies.

Retail tales have been 
strong but not up to last 
year's levels. Income of con-

. cumers has 'been holding up 
satisfactorily but actual ex­ 
penditures have not been up 
to the. 1955 performance. De­ 
partment store sales in mid­ 
summer have been running 
about 2 per cent above a year 
ago, as against 7 per cent

' average gains in June. How­ 
ever, with income holding up 
there is every expectation that 
the. turn of Labor Day will

' start the usual seasonal up­ 
turn. • " 

As for business as a whole, 
the built-in Inflationary ten^ 
dencies In the economy .are 
offering strong support 
against, any' major downturn 
in- business. Regardless of
•which political party assumes 
office, a high level • 6f busi­ 
ness activity is expected to be 
maintained.

BOOSTING INDUSTRY— A 
century ago, .swift industrial 
expansion was made possible 
by broadening transportation 

. arteries. Today, notes the Gas 
Appliance Manufacturers 
Assn., industry growth is be­ 
ing given. impetus by. Amer­ 
ica's ever-spreading natural 
gas pipelines. ,

• • Now that the Pacific North­ 
west is receiving natural gas, 
there's no section of th$ coun­ 
try without it. What this fuel 
will probably mean for this 
area In terms of Industrial de­ 
velopment can be seen from
• look at the other side of 
the country. •

, It was only five years ago 
that New England first began 
receiving natural -gas. Last 
year industrial sales in that 
section totaled 83 million 
therms (a therm is 100,000 
British Thermal Units). This 
Is up 42.8 pef cent in a
•ingle year. The number of 
IndustriaV customers was 4900, 
an Increase of 16.8 per cent 
over the 1954 figure. .

THINGS TO COME — For
• matter of 10.0 .years one of 
chemistry's most difficult 
problems hat been separating 
two metals vital to modern 
industry—tantalum and co- 
lumbium. The Bureau of 
Mines has just-announced a 
successful revolutionary meth­ 
od available for commercial 
use. . . . Here's another: 
Enamelling materials and ah 
.electric kiln the size of a 
hot plate are now being of­

fered to those ladles of the 
house who would like to take 
up jewelry making as a hobby 
. . . And for the wine drink­ 
er, there is now a double- 
spiral corkscrew, developed in 
Switzerland. It's said to ease 
out any cork in one piece.

BRAND-NAME DIPLOMACY 
—America's best ambassa­ 
dors abroad are its consumer 
products. Thai's the consen­ 
sus of 60 foreign business­ 
men who gathered recently in 
the heart of America's Mid­ 
west at the world export con­ 
vention of the nation's big­ 
gest fountain pen maker.

Even in countries where our 
foreign policies have met with 
disapproval the products of 
American industry ' -are in 
great demand, according to 
Shacffer Pen Company dis­ 
tributors meeting in Fort Mad­ 
ison, Iowa. . As an example, 
a distributor from Thailand 
reported that a captured Com­ 
munist guerilla was found to

be carrying four Sheaffer 
pens.

In some parts of Asia and 
South America, a man's posi­ 
tion often Is gauged by his 
ownership of American brand 
products, the foreign merch­ 
ants disclosed; Top quality 
American merchandise that 
can be openly displayed shows 
the world that the owner "has 
arrived!"

In some countries with low 
literacy rates pens are pur­ 
chased by many who can't 
write, in the hope the pen 
will convince others that its 
owner is literate. Sheaffer's 
foreign sales director reported 
the company recently received 
an export order for 1000 pen' 
caps—without the pens. 'They 
were to be sold in Asia to 
be clipped In breast pockets.

T5HIFT TO WOOL — The 
American consumer is buy­ 
ing wool apparel again. With 
the development of man-made

GARDENER'S CHECKUST

1. All types of container grown ornamental shrub­ 
bery can be planted now. . .

2. Earwigs can be easily controlled,with chlordane.

3. This 'is the time to plan or divide and reset (Her­ 
man Bearded-Iris.

4. Gladiolus bulbs should be dug up if the tops are 
brown Before storing, sprinkle the bulbs with 
DDT powder to free them of thrips.

5. Most lawns will benefit from a late summer feed-. 
tag. .•."'...

fibers and promotional efforts 
of the cotton producers, wool 
had been losing some of the 
American market. But durltuj 
the last year or to wool has 
not only held Its own but has 
made gains In popularity. 

Wool woven cloth Is now

being produced at a rate 25 
per cent over that bf last 
year. Oh the,basis of this 
rate It Is .estimated that con­ 
sumption will reach 314 mil-' 
lion pounds this year com­ 
pared to 285 million pounds 
in 1955. Output during 1954

amounted to 266 million 
pounds.
' The Increased usage has re­ 
sulted In apparel wool stocks' 
falling to the lowest point, oh 
record at mid-year. Wool tops 
have climbed a matter of 14 
cents a pound during the last

six months. -
BITS 0' BUSINESS—Things 

are looking brighter. Paint 
.sales In the nation during the 
first six months of the year 
were up 1.3 per cent for a 
record $812,328,000. ... If 
passenger car tire shipments

art any criterion the 
omy Is still. rollin'. 
amounted to 7,8B4,Blfc during 
June, an Increase of 3.5 pep 
cent over the figure shipped 
In May. . . . This year's cot­ 
ton acreage Is the smallest in 
76, years.

PARTICIPATION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN ... in prepar­ 

ation of meals Is to be encouraged even as in such in­ 

stances as pictured above showing Junior coming np with, 
his own recipe for serving his pals. Mother teaches him. 

how to do it right'in a new automatic gas range with 

chrome broiler rack that slides easily. '

JUST PLAIN HUNGRY?

with /
Ar DANIELS CAFE 1625 Cobrillo Ave.

DOWNTOWN TORRANCE

For Prompt Delivery
of your Freight Shipment•••

SantaFe
For Dttalh, Juit Contact Any Santa F« Freight Traffic Office
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SantaFe
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LEFS SUPER

SAVE 70!
8.PIECE VIRTUE CHROME 

FAMILY SIZE DINETTE

Yellow Grey Charcoal Green . Red 
Pearl Pearl Pearl Pearl . Pearl

At LEE'S You 
Save On Every­ 
thing and You 

Pay a Little 
Each Week

ROWS

BUY ANYTHING-ON LEE'S-EASY TERMS 
OPEN MQN., FRI. & SAT. 'TIL 9 P.M. - SUNDAY 1 1 TO 5

LEES FURNITUREco
703 SOUTH HtWIWRHE UVD. IT 134ft SIMn-Fkm OS. 6-1904 
- fltt HOMY - OUT OF STATE MBIT WELCOME -
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